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view here maintained, this is a sad travesty of what discipline
should really mean. The crudity of this conception of discipline
may, it is true, be relieved. Discipline may be taken in a some-
what wider sense to mean the subduing or repressing of certain
natural inclinations, whether by punishment or by reward.
Now it is quite true that the whole educative process includes
the restraint of natural inclinations. The trouble arises when
this restraint or subdual is regarded as an end in itself, instead
of being regarded as a temporary and negative means of realiz-
ing a permanent and positive end.
Its best Perhaps the best way to approach the idea of
meaning discipline is to connect it with the cognate word
"disciple," a word which has become familiar
through the gospel narrative, and which probably recalls the
gospel story to most readers of this book. In ancient times a
teacher had his company of disciples or learners. The Greek
philosophers and the Jewish rabbis had their disciples. So also
had the Founder of Christianity. In His case the word "dis-
ciple" had a double significance, a wider and a narrower.
There was the "whole multitude" of those who, without
forsaking their usual occupations and their family life, believed
in Him and followed Him in the spiritual sense. And then there
were the few, the inner circle, the twelve apostles, who were
His disciples in a special and a deeper sense. But whether a
disciple belonged to the outer multitude or to the inner circle,
he was, as a disciple, a free and willing follower and learner.
Now this relation of discipleship conveys the idea of discipline
at its purest and best, and there is no irreverence in saying
that it is often, and might be much oftener, exemplified in a
school classroom. Whenever one finds children happily and
profitably occupied, owning the mild and unobtrusive and
almost unfelt sway of the teacher, but so "keen on the job"
in hand that they are hardly aware of the teacher's physical
presence, there the spirit of the truest discipline breathes.